MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

His seventh heresy is the denial of certain phenomena
[accidentals], the existence of which has been established
183 by almost everyone, such as continuance, perception, grief,
pain, and doubt. He claims that pain which has been in-
flicted on man by an accident, and pain which comes from
drinking distasteful medicines, does not mean more than
the perception of something which temperament shuns;
therefore perception, according to him, is not a reality. The
same is true of the perception of the substances of people
condemned to< fire while they are in fire. In the same way,
according to him, pleasures are not realities, they are not
more than perceptions of a desired thing, and perception is
not a reality. Of the pain which comes from the plague, he
said it is a reality like that which comes from a blow. For
proof o*f this he gave the view that it was included under
sensation, which is a strange view, because the pain due to
a blow with a stick, and the pain from mustard medicine,
and the sting that comes from fire and from the drinking of
bitter herbs are the same as regards sensation. Moreover,
if he rejects the existence of pleasures as a reality, he cannot
then consider the pleasures of the people of heaven more
than the pleasures of infants which are given to them for
well-doing, for nothing cannot be more than nothing. But
he claimed that pleasure in itself is a benefit and a sensation,
and yet he asserted that benefit and sensation are nothing.
Moreover, he claims that all pain is harm, from which it
follows that according to him harm also is nothing.

His eighth heresy is his view in his chapter on annihila-
tion, to< the effect that Allah has no power to annihilate an
atom from the world and still preserve the integrity of
heaven and earth. This claim he founded on the basis of
his assertion that bodies cannot be annihilated except by an
annihilation created by Allah in no particular place and one
that is opposed to all existing things because it is not pecu-
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